
Thor Heyerdahl Climate Park – Restoring Mangrove Forests

T h e  T h o r  H ey e rd a h l  C l i m a t e  P a r k  p ro j e c t s  a i m s  t o  re s t o re  a n d  p l a n t  

m a n g rov e  t re e s  i n  t h e  A y ey a r w a d y  R e g i o n  o f  M y a n m a r  w h e re o n l y  1 6  

p e rc e n t  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  m a n g rov e  f o re s t  re m a i n s  ( N A S A ,  2 0 1 3 ) .

The destruction of mangrove forests in tropical coastal areas is an ecological disaster for the people 

who live there, and it is an urgent need that the ecosystems and mangrove forests are restored and 

managed in a sustainable way. As of 2019, the Thor Heyerdahl planting area is 2100 hectares and 

will be expanded by an additional 75000 hectares by 2023. The target is to complete planting of 300 

million trees by 2023, which will biologically capture and store over 150 million tons of CO2e.

P R O J E C T  S TAT U S

As of 2019, the first phase of the park has been restored back to its original health with 5.1 million 

trees (newly planted and rescued) and 3,6 million tons of CO2 has been documented for VCS 

registration so far. 

The project's survival rate of plants is 86 percent, which is far above the average rate of other 

projects. The project has also created up to 100 new jobs for the local population in aquaculture 

and strengthened the local sustainable development with emphasis on women development in 

MaGyi community.

The success has led to requests from several communities and regional governments for new 

projects. With increased financial support, there is no limit for scaling up our activities, and the 

contributions are therefore of great importance.



Thor Heyerdahl Climate Park – Restoring Mangrove Forests

T H E  B E N E F I T S

T h e  r e s t o r i n g  a n d  r e - p l a n t i n g  o f  d e s t r o y e d  m a n g r o v e  f o r e s t s  

h a s  n u m e r o u s  p o s i t i v e  i m p a c t s  o n  c l i m a t e ,  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  

a n d  o n  l o c a l  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  c o n d i t i o n s .  S o m e  o f  t h e s e  

b e n e f i t s  a r e  l i s t e d  b e l o w :

• Mangrove forests protect coastal areas, 

including animals, people and properties, 

from extreme weather conditions such as 

cyclones.

• The network of roots also filters polluted 

water in protection of seagrass and coral 

reefs.

• Mangrove forests increase seafood 

production by up to 50 percent and are a 

crucial habitat to foster biodiversity for 

endangered animals and plant species.

• Planting mangrove forests create local jobs 

both directly through breeding and planting, 

but also indirectly by strengthening the 

livelihoods of local communities.

• Planting new mangrove forests binds CO2 

from the atmosphere through photosynthesis 

and thereby contributes to mitigating climate 

change. One new mangrove tree can bind 

approximately 1 tCO2 over a twenty-year 

period.

• Mangroves mitigate up to 5 times more CO2e 

than other trees in the rainforests.

• Of all trees on the planet, the mangrove is the 

only one which can grow in saltwater.


